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Connecting Hope And
Medicine to People in Haiti

April 22, 2025

| have personally “boasted” of our clinic success in Trianon Village, nestled in the mountains of the
Central Plateau. But on Tuesday, April 22, violent gangs, armed with AK 47s and other
semi-automatic rifles, raided the Trianon and the clinic buildings. Village residents fled north to
Thomande, Hinche, and even Cap Haitian at the northern border. Destruction and looting left 2
homes burnt to the ground, solar panels removed and each building ransacked. A few Haitians
chose to return but it is common knowledge gang members use homeowners as “human shields,
content to secure another layer of protection from National police or village lay people returning
gunfire. April 22 was NOT a clinic day, so fortunately none of our staff were injured and everyone we
know is safe.

Background:

The “Central Plateau” is a considered a vast BASIN in the “interior” of Haiti and has boasted a
“protected status” for generations. Mountain ranges surround the 150 square mile region on all 4
sides and navigating by road or footpath proves challenging.

Since January Haitian gangs have steadily shifted north, away from the capital toward smaller
villages. March 31; gangs officially reach the Central Plateau,” ambushing the town of Mirebalais.
Located 40 miles NE of Port-au-Prince Mirabalais holds 200,000 residents and intersects 2 main
arteries; one leading north from PAP to the coast and another that heads East to the Dominican
Republic. Additionally Dr. Paul Farmer’s 500-bed hospital, serving hundreds of patients across Haiti
daily,was forced to close. This “Partners in Health” facility has since been converted to “gang
headquarters.”

Because Mirabalais is a main thoroughfare, Haiti’s National police deployed reinforcements to
Mirabalais after armed gangs from Canaan stormed the city at the end of March. Kenyan police have
joined forces to fight dozens of vicious gangs but so far, no progress has been made.

Mirebalais is a mere 15 minutes north of (7-years running) CHAMPs’ Home Clinic village, called
Trianon. Sustained by CHAMPs donors, The clinic leadership has operated beautifully under 4
Haitian medical professionals, including 1 physician and 1 dentist. A partnering nonprofit, Luke 101,
purchased the 7-acre plot of land and also had a prosperous mission serving children and adults.

April 27:

After 5 days of feeling SHOCKED and honestly SAD at the personal losses within Trianon as well as
the physical devastation of the clinic space, we had frequent communication with the CHAMPs Board,
assuring that our Haitian team was safe. This nonprofit has been active for 11 years, since 2014 and
aside from the Haitian natives serving over 8000 patients over 7 years (alone, because it's been
unsafe to travel there as Americans) our annual and semi-annual trips prior to that have offered
unique service to first-time patients within ANY healthcare setting. Given a 15-year relationship with



Luke 101, I also was unclear how we might carry on, knowing their home in Trianon Village has been
destroyed.

Dr. Mystere Petuel, Dentist fled north to Thomande with his family. Dr. Vania Louissaint, a
board-certified Internal Medicine physician, returned to the village of Petion-Ville, near the capital of
Port-au-Prince. We first spoke to Dr. Petuel who told us he is unable to travel far from his new
home in Thomande but DOES wish to continue dental services, under the guise of CHAMPs. He is
willing to set up a temporary clinic space and we are planning for this now.

Dr. Louissant: | had a video conference with her on the night of April 27. | expressed my concern
and sorrow to her own family (her husband, also a physician) and 3 young children, losing their
full-time employment in Cange’ Village, which is also in the Central Plateau. Now in Petion-Ville,Dr.
Louissaint shared that the only way she would be able to return to the Central Plateau would be
traveling by Helicopter, because road traffic is totally BLOCKED by ruling gang leaders. In fact,
Petion-Ville has seen gang activity very close to her home. She told me, “No one is safe
ANYWHERE, Kay.”

May 2, 2025 Dr. Vania Loissaint told me that “thousands” of people have been displaced from their
homes within multiple villages.The community has set up what they call “Displacement Camps.”
She identified 4 that are in and around the capital; 1 in Petion-Ville, 2 more in Delmas and one more
in a community called Bourdon.

May 7, 2025 After visiting the displacement camp in Petion-Ville and connecting with the pastor
leader, she decided this camp is the place she and CHAMPs should focus on. “People there are left
to their own devices in unfinished homes.”

Medications and Supplies:

With our local Trianon Pastor gone and unable to receive medications and supplies for our village
clinic, a huge question revolves around the shipment and access to medications and supplies.
Pignon Village, a community in the far north Central Plateau has a small air strip that lets us fly meds
and supplies directly to that region. Dr. Petuel, living in Thomande told us he is able to get to the
village of Pignon and receive shipped dental supplies and medicine

Dr. Louissaint told us she is willing to purchase basic medicine in Port-au-Prince. This is GOOD
because 1) she cannot travel to the Pignon and Central Plateau and 2) there are NO FLIGHTS in or
out of the capital city, and it's too dangerous to travel far within that region anyway, to intercept such
supplies.

May 11, 2025: Vice President John Ciezan ordered and SHIPPED 60 pounds of medicine to the
Pignon Airstrip for Dr. Petuel to receive.

May 12, 2025 - Because Dr Petuel does not have a building like the new medical space will have, he
researched the price of a tent and 18 chairs for a temporary dental clinic. Kay transferred $1226
directly to him to purchase these chairs and the tent and begin the new practice.

Also Dr. Vania Louissaint has agreed to send a presentation regarding Displacement camps so we
can share at the upcoming Golf tournament fundraiser.

| will include 2 maps to understand better where we are, where we’'ve BEEN! THANK YOU to
everyone who has faith in this process. This blog is meant to keep transparency intact and inform
everyone weekly the shifting and flexibility that will obviously be needed. | am personally THRILLED


http://champs.he

to be reporting this right now. Just 3 weeks ago | wasn'’t sure we’d be doing ANYTHING with a
continued medical mission in Haiti. This is happening because of the perseverance and willingness
of our dedicated professional Haitian medical staff on the ground. And also please know that
regardless of WHAT 501(c)3 organization is discussed EVERY single nonprofit working in Haiti right
now is affected, and I’'m HOPEFUL that CHAMPs will continue to make a positive impact where
providers live. Again my THANKS TO EVERYONE FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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June 10 - Dr. Mystere’ Petuel treats the first 15 patients at the Thomande Dental Clinic. See pictures

Dr. Vania Louissaint - Medicine ordered - preparing for Petion-Ville displacement camp Clinic

June 30 -

woman w/ 8-day old C-Section - antibiotics/ hypertension meds

Dr. Vania’s 1st medical clinic at Displacement camp 29 patients treated including

July 3, 2025 Dr. Mystere’ Petuel’s Dental Clinic FULLY OPERATIONAL 31 Patients treated in June



October 25, 2025 Dr. Vania has treated 405 patients since starting at the displacement camp June
30.. Reports of cholera across the country.- but consistent care is being offered with
CHAMPs providers!

Dr. Petuel DDS has also had full clinics in Thomande village in dentistry. 300 patients have
been served in the new Thomande Clinic. He has a full stock of instruments, including
Lidocaine, resins and restorative substances.



